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Debbie Baer introduced herself as PTA President, and Paula Barsky as First VP.  She welcomed families and MMS Administration, Mr. Mittleman, Mr. Schwartz and Mrs. Torreano, for joining us tonight and Reminded members to sign the attendance book.  She also encouraged future participation for all members.

Debbie thanked the Executive Board for their work over the summer in putting together the committees.  She also thanked: Volunteers for committee chairs and all who signed up to help; Paula Barsky for coordinating the volunteer lists and our website; Nancy Lubrano and Natalie Drebsky for Locker Move-In Day and the parent who volunteered and high school students who volunteered, along with parents from the H.S. and Susan Stewart and Ivy Chasan for the pre-ordered school supply distribution.

The New board was introduced.

The BOE is beginning the search for a new superintendent.  Gerry Dempsey is in his 5th and final year.  They are going to retain a search firm to help them and will also get community involvement in the search.

The transportation department is pleased with the beginning of school.  They move 5,000 kids around the district.  Due to the volume of calls they receive vs. the size of their staff, they are addressing safety issues first.  One issue is that there are more new drivers, so there was some learning curve.  

TREASURER’S REPORT:   Michelle Rosen, Treasurer, reported our current balance: $8,543.68 and $10,902.64 in the CD.

NEW BUSINESS:  Debbie asked for a motion for Vote of Confidence, which would give Debbie the authority to speak on behalf of our unit without first taking a vote.  It will only be used to respond in a circumstance when something about our unit comes up that our unit has not addressed before.  She would then have the authority to ask questions on behalf of our unit and then bring the issue back to our PTA.    Michelle Rosen motioned, Debbie Edelstein seconded.  Motion passed.

 Motion to approve up to $100 expenditure-  this gives Debbie  the authority to ok expenditures up to a certain amount without first getting a vote (usually about $100).  Michelle Rosen motioned, Debbie Edelstein  seconded.  Motion passed.

Approval of 2011-12 budget:  Motion to Adopt Budget- Lisa Mintz.  Seconded Laura Campbell.  Motion passed.

Budget Commentary: A parent asked why there is such a large balance in the checking account.   It is spent on PTA initiatives for the students.  The idea is to spend it yearly to dwindle it down to a smaller amount.   Debbie said that she plans to gift a bench to the school ( possibly $4k – the research hasn’t started yet) this year.  Last year tables were purchased for the courtyard.  

Mr. Mittleman’s Report:  Mr. Mittleman Thanked Joanne Abbate for the 8th grade tile project.   last year of tile project (next year is a different project) and thanked the PTA for the 5th grade BBQ; Locker Move In day was a benefit to students and stated that we had a smooth beginning of year. ELA/Math grades were received late, scores posed challenges for AIS services,  schedule changes. The 8th grade guidance counselor is on medical leave.  Mrs. Forgash  is the replacement guidance counselor during the leave. Assessment results.  Statewide-33% of students received a 4 for math, and 3.6% for ELA.  At Mattlin: Two grade levels did well, two grade levels need improvement.  There will be a club fair Tuesday. Mrs. Salerno and Mrs. Torreano will be heading up a 5th grade expectations meeting.  Athletic expectations will also be addressed in a separate event. These events clearly define behaviors that are appropriate to guide students.  

Mr. Schwartz talked about the expectations meeting and their purpose.    Social skills were also addressed.  Mr. Goldberg will be doing lessons with all the 5th grade students to get to know your guidance counselor.

School Climate.  95% of students, 85% of staff and 24% of parents participated.  The study evaluates 12 dimensions.  Initial findings:  Most positive overall was school safety and norms 77% students and 96% staff.  Ranked #1.  Most positive for parents (physical safety).  Least positive for Students -24% felt worse about physical and emotional security 44% were neutral and 33% were positive.  Parents felt least positive about the same area of kids.  MMS has a leadership committee assigned to develop plans to address programs to improve the issues that were noted in the survey.

Spirit week is coming up Oct 21st.

Parent Comments- Infinite campus.  One parent complained that teachers are posting information before kids see the test scores.  Most parents were happy with postings.

There is a new district website and a new school website.  Teacher websites are up but not all teachers have created a website.   The School Notes is not really used any longer.  Teacher sites are accessible only through the district website, now, but later will be through Mattlin’s website.
.
Textbooks are online for 5th and 6th grades.  Activation codes to be distributed on back to school night .

Parents inquired about Art 9 -  can they get the supply list over the summer?
Athletic program discussion about due date for forms : 7th and 8th grade can bring in forms after school starts.  Football is different.
One parent noted that district-wide, literacy is not connected to math or core competencies.  Mr. Mittleman said that it will change for the Middle School because of the new tests and the writing component.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:

School supplies -Susan Stewart:  Paula Barsky reported for Susan.  Paula read the following note from Susan:

I want to begin by thanking everyone for their help and support.  The principles, the teachers, administrative staff and the custodial staff.  The adult and student volunteers.  And especially the families who purchased the kits.  Totally 325 kits, 25 dictionaries, one backpack and one water bottle were ordered.  Of the 325 kits only 46 kits were ordered by traditional paper orders the rest of the orders were placed on-line.  This fundraiser netted the PTA $1874.67 (this includes the rebate for the oops). Our original net was $1906.67.  This year was the school's largest turn out.  I also believe it was one of the smoothest sales we had. The quality of items were upgraded from last year with the addition of Crayola, Elmer's and Bic brands.  The generic items were all Staple brands. The custodial staff unloaded 25 pallets of cartons the high school volunteers organized the lunch room.  We had one major oops, 2 damaged kits and one kit with missing supplies.  School Kidz made good on all the errors.  They also provided the PTA with a kit for a in need family.  I would recommend the program to run again next year but as an online sale only and I would urge the PTA to hand in the contract in by Sept 30th.  

Picture Day – Ali Kusinitz reporting:   October 4th for the 5th and 6th grades and 8th grade panoramic, October 5th for 6th and 7th grades.  Return forms before picture day, as work must be done on them before picture day.  We are no longer using the “proof” system.  The pictures are now paid for in advance of them being taken.

Curriculum- Joanne Abbate:  Individual test results for standardized NYS tests were mailed home today. Report cards are not going to be redone until after the new curriculum is aligned to the common core standards - expected around 2012.  
ELA State test score results were discussed.   The district recognizes the need for improvement re: standardized test scores, Plans are already underway to implement a new writing curriculum in grades3, 5 and 6.  Further discussions on the ELA curriculum will occur at a follow-up curriculum meeting. 
Issues/changes to test as follows:  cut scores were same as in 2010: ELA Test included essay response in every grade level,  the number of multiple choice questions increased, and the number of short response questions were increased;
Pilot questions were embedded in the test.  However the time for completion was same (except for 7th grade), so there was more to do with less time.  The number of days the school has to administer the test will change next year to 2 days.  The ELA will be administered on April 17th and 18th in 2011.  The test dates will be immediately following spring break and possibly a vacation day from an unused snow day.  NYS does not release the test to school however the District will get a report on performance indicators.  Test results show that there was a large drop in mastery scores (level 4) for ELA.  The presentation given to the BOE on the ELA results can be found on the District website. We rank 3rd in the county in our college-ready Regents score.  (over 75% in English Regent, over 80% in Math Regent).   

District plans are underway to implement a new writing curriculum in grades 3, 5 and 6.  The test will go to PARCC exam in 2014 to align with common core curriculum.

Islanders – Debbie reporting for Ellen Harchut:  the Islanders game will be 11/5. There will be a lottery for the following: “Stick kid” (child to sit on bench during warm-ups) -1 child; Children to “hi-5” with players; Children to sit in penalty box; Goody bag for all children; Grand prize: 4 tickets to a future Islanders game (excluding Rangers and playoffs); Raffle for: autographed items.

CONCLUSION:  Debbie Baer noted--next meeting Tuesday, October 15th at 7:30 P.M. 

Motion to adjourn-  Ali Kusinitz,  Debbie Edelstein seconded.  Motion passed.
