Minutes

MATTLIN PTA GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday, November 15, 2011
7:30 pm in the Library
Debbie welcomed all members and administration.  She asked for members to sign the attendance sheets, and distributed the share folder.
Debbie Thanked:
· Mr. Mittleman, Mrs. Torreano and Mr. Schwartz for joining our meeting
· Ellen Harchut for the Islanders game tickets/fundraiser
· Michelle Rosen for Spirit Week and the parent volunteers helping with pizza on Pride Night

· Amy Bloom, Jennifer Federmann, Nancy Lubrano and all the parent volunteers for the Book Fair.
· Olga Portnoy and all of the parent volunteers for our pizza sales.
· Lisa Moskowitz for maintaining the MMS/PTA website

· Joanne Abbate and our parent volunteers for our recent Arts-In-Ed Program.

· Marina Bournias for Membership

Debbie was honored to announce Mattlin’s Founders Day recipients:  Paula Barsky is the Parent recipient and Mr. Goldberg is the Staff recipient.  She hopes you can all join us March at Founders Day to celebrate their accomplishments.

There is a level 1 sex offender living in Plainview.  It is not required that the district be notified about Level 1’s, however we do have his name: Evan Kent.  No address information was given.

About 2 weeks ago an 18yr old was arrested in the HS parking lot.  A custodian came to the building at 3a.m. to check the heating systems and saw him being arrested.

We need your help again!  Guidelines have been drafted for grading physical education at the High School. The brochure is in the Share folder.   The district would like your feedback on these guidelines, which can be found by clicking on this link:  http://www.pobschools.org/cms/lib/NY01001456/Centricity/Domain/8/PhysEdbrochurerev11-1.pdf .    We need your input even if you don’t have a child at the High School now – remember, we all will soon!   Please send your comments to Randi Goldberg, PTA Council H.S. Curriculum rep, at plainviewmom@aol.com, who will forward them on to the High School curriculum committee.

The district also wants your feedback on their new website, which can be seen here: http://www.pob.k12.ny.us/site/default.aspx?PageID=1  .  Please let them know what you think could be improved by sending your comments to   PTA Council Technology Rep Patrice Finkelstein at dandpfinkelstein@hotmail.com .

BOE recognition night was Monday, 10/31.  Judy Jacobs gave the Board citations, and PTA said thank you.

At recent BOE meetings, the following was discussed:
The recent homecoming football game was discussed.  The weather was unexpectedly sleeting/rain and cold and windy.  They called the game during half-time due to weather conditions.  When the players went to change, the Valley Stream players were slurring their words and couldn’t stand.  12 kids were affected – 3 were from our school, and the rest from Valley Stream, and some were taken to the hospital.  Six students were treated at the game.  This was their last game and can’t be made up, per Section 8 rules.  Our School District is looking at how decisions are made.  One Custodian and one coach had issues due to the weather conditions, there were concerns regarding potential heart issues, but there were no heart attacks.
There will be pre-testing of grades 4-8 for the APPR (Annual Professional Performance Review).  They need a baseline to show were the kids are so they can measure the growth of the students when they take the actual test.
As you know, The BOE is making April 16th a regular school day.  The new snow day is Thursday, May 24th.  It will be the first day to be restored as a day of instruction.   A notice will be sent to everyone who receives the district calendar.  They will also place this info on the district website, currently, and again in April and May.  It was also suggested that the phone system be used to remind families of the change as we get closer to these dates, which they are considering.  

Our district continues to maintain its AAA bond rating this year.

Stratford Road School was noted by NYS as needing improvement.  The Superintendent said that if you took out the special-ed classes at the school, the 3rd & 4th grades would be at the same level as other schools.  They are going to create a written plan for improvement and will devote time to this at a future BOE meeting.

They are also going to be putting pictures of children on the website without any identifying information (for example, no names). 

The next BOE meeting on December 5th is a workshop meeting.  At the meeting they will discuss school climate.  There will not be any public participation at this meeting.

The blood drive will be held December 12th.  We need 30 pints of blood to keep the donation bus coming to our district.  Bus appointments will be available from 10:30am – 3:30pm.

Debbie introduced Aviva Sala, our social worker. Mrs. Sala our social worker has a role that overlaps other roles, ie. Guidance, in our school.  She works with students in all areas from IEP (initial meetings) through bereavement counseling.  She also recommends outside therapy to those in need, and helps children with both big and small issues.  She utilizes many resources to provide help in a broad range of areas- from helping out families with food shortages, to driving families to the food pantry.   She works closely with Guidance.  There is a support staff, nurse, guidance, social workers, school psychologist, teachers, administration, etc. that forms an ARS Team (At Risk) where they talk about kids/issues, specific to a student and  globally as well.  
Sexual Harrassment Policy was discussed because a parent asked about the school policy on holding hands, dating, etc.  Mr. Mittleman and Mrs. Torreano said that they have not witnessed this behavior at school during the school day.  Also mentioned was the bus ride and issues dealing with this.  Mr. Mittleman stated that all bus drivers were trained in bullying and sexual harassment policy.  A parent asked if guidance could be avoided and they go straight to the social worker.  
Mr. Mittleman’s  REPORT:
Pride week: our DECA club was there for 5th graders – financial literacy was presented, channel 12 showed up and videotaped the event.  Pride night was a success – 5th and 6th grade always show up and participates – 7th and 8th grades need motivation.  Plainview Hawks made an appearance at pride night. Ms. Ralton and Ms Epstein put the video together that is presented by Mr. Mittleman, which can also be viewed on Youtube.  
Cool at school was presented on TV, on the Channel 12 news.  DECA/Jr. Achievement HS/5th grade project.  High school students taught middle school students importance of money.  They discussed key terms and it was shown on the news on TV.
Testing has begun as well as the AMC (American Mathematics Competition - 8th grade and 7th accelerated).d It is against other schools.   The acuity test is scheduled for tomorrow to benchmark student performance.
TREASURER’S REPORT:


Michelle Rosen, Treasurer, to report current balance: The checking account has a balance of $19,660.79 .  The CD was closed and all funds were transferred to the checking account.  There is $200 in the cash box and I have a pizza sale deposit of $232.45 making the total cash on hand totals $20,093.24. There is still a deposit due to me from the NY Islander's fundraiser.  The only money that will need to be paid that I am aware of now is additional membership of $464 for the 116 new PTA members since the first check I sent NYS PTA. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Membership –Marina Bournias   335 members and growing.
Pizza Sales – Olga Portnoy  Pizza sales are doing well.
Islanders – Ellen Harchut  Debbie for Ellen- sold 47 tickets, and made $235.  A Parent complained that seats were not arranged as a group, people were all over the place.
Spirit Week – Michelle Rosen  5th grade won, kids had a blast.
Announcements:

October Minutes, there was a motion to fix the blood drive notation, and accept the minutes.  Michelle Rosen motioned, Ronnie Leo seconded.
Susan Stewart thanked parents for coming to Founder’s day meeting.

Yearbook forms are due on Friday.
HS is selling first aid kids, $10 each, pet lovers, handy man’s, sports, etc.  Money goes to HS PTA.  Fliers were sent out.
Question to Mr. Mittlemen about Drama- can we do our play at the LGI in the HS?  There was a discussion about the HS vs. Mattlin as the venue for the play.  The High School does their play at POB middle school.  An advantage is that occupancy is double at HS than at Matlin.  You can sell more tickets and more parents/family can view the play.  This year it is schedule for May 3-5th.  It was determined that the play cannot be at HS because of night of a Jazz presentation that is scheduled during that timeframe.
CONCLUSION:

We do not have a December meeting.  Next meeting Wednesday, January 11th at 7:30 pm.  Have a great Thanksgiving and Happy Holidays!
Motion to adjourn, Michelle Rosen, seconded by Marina Bournias.
** Mattlin PTA Website: www.mattlinpta.org   **

