MINUTES

MATTLIN PTA GENERAL MEETING

Thursday, October 20, 2011
9:30 A.M. in the Library
Debbie asked the members to sign the attendance sheet and distributed the Share folder.
THANK YOU: Olga Portnoy and all of our parent volunteers for our pizza sales; Lisa Moskowitz for maintaining our website; Maureen Guthertz and all of our parent volunteers for the 5th Grade BBQ; Marina Bournias for Membership; Ali Kusinitz and Laura Cardello and all of our parent volunteers for Picture Day and the 8th grade panoramic picture.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: At recent BOE meetings, the following was discussed:

The BOE is making April 16th a regular school day.  It is currently on the calendar as a snow day that is at the end of the spring recess.  They are making the change as state tests will be given on April 17th & 18th.  This way, the children will have a day to get acclimated before they take the test.  They don’t know where the day will be moved to yet, but they will get parent input before making a decision. Debbie sent out two requests for parent input, which she received and will forward on to PTA Council.  PTA Council will consolidate the information they are receiving from all of the units and will pass that on to the BOE.  
Deb noted that some parents recommended not to take the day off as there are too many already.
Ryan Ruf, Assistant Superintendent for Business, created a draft property tax cap calculation based on the current tax levy.  A copy provided in the Share Folder.  Based on these calculations, the district would lose $572,753.

At a BOE meeting there was discussion regarding the criteria for charging a $10 transportation fee.  The breakdown of trips is in the Share folder.  Currently, the only trips that there is a charge for are “typical/standard” field trips: to a museum; safety town; nature center; curriculum related trips; and extra-curricular related club activity trips at secondary level.  There are no charges for competition field trips, intra-district travel or volunteer/community service/other field trips (read lists).  Much discussion was centered on charging everyone the same, regardless of the purpose of the trip as the typical/standard trips are required.  One issue key issue was the competition trips: students representing the school therefore they should not pay the fee- VS.  They are also representing themselves; they voluntarily participate in the competitions, so therefore they should pay the fee. 
· Sharon Becker and Amy Bloom commented that it would not change for trips where students are representing the district and that the $10 charge is not the full cost of the bus ride that the district still kicks in $60 per bus.  This was from the last Transportation meeting held after the BOE meeting.

There was a recent article in Newsday talking about Whitsons not passing on rebates they received  from 2003- 2007 to some school districts on Long Island (the article is in the Share folder).  We are one of those districts.  Our district is owed $9,500, and they have been passing along the rebates from 2007 to us.
The CD, which holds moneys for the Mattlin PTA unit is expired.  Money is still being held in the CD but not earning interest.  Tax situations need to be investigated before it is moved to another type of investment, if any.  It was discussed, and Olga Portnoy recommended that we move it to the checking account until we can figure out what to do with it.  This was brought to the PTA for a vote, Laura Campbell motioned to move CD into the checking account, Randi Schiebel seconded.  All approved.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer's Report - Debbie Baer reporting for Michelle Rosen.
The checking account has a balance of $8,108.61.  The CD has a balance of 10,908.46.  It matured on the 15th.   The total cash on hand totals $19,217.07. The 5th grade BBQ has been paid for and the first check has been sent to NYS PTA for membership. 
Mr. Mittleman’s REPORT: Mr. Schwartz and Mrs. Torreano were present.  
High School hero’s is part of a Junior Achievement initiative in the High School.
Junior achievement specifically targets 5th grade students, so 14-16 Junior and Senior High School students come down to work with the entire 5th grade.

Drip Dry Records/Squeaky Clean Band to perform on October 21st for spirit week.  Drip Dry Records, Inc. / Squeaky Clean Band will present a show with live musical performance, still photos, video & sound.  This Arts-in-Education program funded this initiative.  

Tomorrow kicks off spirit week; period 7 and 8 is the pep rally.  Daily announcements will be made for spirit week daily dress- Tues, pajamas; Wed, teams; Thurs dress from decade; Friday is Mattlin Colors 8-black, 5-yellow, 6-green, 7-red.   PTA has donated bracelets and DJ for pride night.  School/students will also fundraise for Student Council when they sell pride cards, they get ducks (rubber) and students can wear them and trade them.  This money goes to Student Council. Members of the PTA had questions about what Student Council does with the money.  Susan Epstein, a Health teacher, handles the student council monies.  Mrs. Torreano stated that recommendations are made to her for the council and it is used efficiently.
Talent show is tomorrow night.  Mr. Olivari organizes it.

Expectations were communicated to kids each year via coaches for sports/after school activities.  This year athletics are an extension of school.  Mrs. Torreano worked with Mrs. Salerno and Mr. Goldberg to discuss these expectations and presented in a positive way.  ELA teachers will work with students on the Reflections theme: Diversity Means.  Reflections submissions are due October 27th. Many 7th grade classes make it mandatory.
Lego Club- October 27th has an advisor- Mr. McDade- he is a physics teacher and will be very instrumental in working with kids. 

Book Fair is coming up next week.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Picture Day – Ali Kusinitz- Picture day went smooth, every child was photographed for school purposes, even if parents did not order a package.  Parents can still call Marty Hyman and order packages.  Picture retake day is November 29th.
Membership –Debbie reported for Marina Bournias: we have 310 members.
Pizza Sales – Olga Portnoy.  Encouraged parents to participate in 9th period pizza sales on Thursdays, that are twice a month, listed on website.
Athletic – Diane Collins.  The handbook is now online.  They were distributed to students by coaches.  Interest meetings are held to determine how many teams to show up.  If only 10 people show up then they will possibly make only 1 team, if 30 kids show up then they will possibly make 2 teams.  Students need to show up at the meetings that are announced on loud speaker in school so that they can prepare for spring semester sports.  Recommendation was made to call it “registration for tryouts” so that kids know how important it is.  Issues were that kids may think if they didn’t register then they can’t tryout but that would not be the case.  Put the kids name on the list was another suggestion.
Arts-in-Ed – Debbie Baer for Joanne Abbate: Squeaky Clean will be performing at our school on Friday to kick off Spirit week.
Yearbook-Olga Portnoy - You can send in JPEGS and digital pictures to yearbook@mattlinPTA.com.   At Mattlin, there is a club with 8th grade students who work on the yearbook.  It is done differently from elementary school, where just parents work on the book.  Parent volunteers will be called, as well, since there is a lot to do for the book.
Blood Drive - December 12th. Julie Kessler, district chair, reported for Mattlin chair -Tracey Randall.     Our district is in jeopardy of losing the blood mobile because we need 30 donors.  The Little Doctors blood drive will be held on March 17th.
Transportation- Amy Bloom- They are working with Nadine Eiring and reviewing bus stops, to determine if they are dangerous and if kids are disembarking properly, or crossing busy streets after disembarking.

Nutrition:  Changes to beverages due to government requirements: Water will now be need to be purchased.  Only, milk and juice will be the drinks that will be distributed.  Government guidelines now say that water adds no nutritional value for the children.  Kids will be able to get water, and it will be tap water.  
Islanders Game-Lottery for kids to sit in penalty box and other raffles and give-aways.  There are still tickets available for Islanders game.

Homework policy was mentioned and discussed:

Parents noted that teachers are requiring students to get missing work from other students, if they were absent.  The policy on absentee homework assignment(s) was also discussed.  In certain instances, parents noted that students were told to get missed work from other students in the class.  This is not part of any policy that Mrs. Torreano is aware of.  Parents asked that teachers provide students with missing assignments, instead of other students, and that this should be a school policy.

Parents asked Mrs. Torreano if there a policy that homework being graded vs. not graded.  Homework not being reviewed or addressed in 5th grade.  Mrs. Torreano recommended to reach out to the teacher first and then follow up with lingering questions with Mr. Schwartz or Mr. Goldberg. 
Volunteers for Pride Night, call Michelle Rosen, or Debbie Baer.

CONCLUSION:

Next meeting Tuesday, November 15th at 7:30 pm.
Motion to adjourn meeting, Randi Schiebel; and seconded by Debbie Edelstein.
** Mattlin PTA Website: www.mattlinpta.org **

